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Office Action Dated 03/26/2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend Claims 1 through 57 as indicated below. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel, 
wherein each respective user accesses the shipping management computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective user client 
computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device is 
adapted for communication with the global communications network: and 

app l y, in response to each respective input a roguost by any particu l ar 
us e r of a plura li ty of us e rs , apply a respective set of carrier-specific dimensional 
weight calculation rules i for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers^ to 
[al t he respective set of parcel specifications to determine a respective carrier- 
specific dimensional weigh tf or a particu l ar packag e to b e sh i pp e d i nput by th e 
particu l ar r e qu e st i ng us e r, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e sses th e comput e r syst e m 
ovor a global commun i cat i ons network us i ng a c li ent computer dovico, oach usor 
c l i e nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 
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2. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective parcel to be 
shipped by the respective user wherein each respective user accesses the 
shipping management computer system over a global communications network 
using a respective user client computer device, and wherein each respective 
user client computer device is adapted for communication with the global 
communications network; 

id e nt i fy, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
[althe plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , calculate, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight according to the respective set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to a respective set of dimensional 
weight calculations rules for the respective carrier; and 

in response to the reguest by the particular respective user to ship the 
particular respective parcel, identify each respective carrier [from]of [althe 
plurality of carriers that would supports] shipping [althe particula r respective 
parcel wh e r ei n th e part i cu l ar parc el i s charact e r i z e d by a s e t of parc el 
charact e r i st i cs, wh e r ei n said s e t of parc el charact e r i st i cs trans l at e into a 



•according to a calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight 



for the respective carrier, and according to a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight limitation for the respective carrie r according to d i m e ns i ona l 
w ei ght ca l cu l at i on ru le s for e ach of th e p l ura l ity of carr ie rs, wh e r e in e ach us e r 
acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l obal commun i cat i ons n e twork using a 
c lie nt comput e r d e vic e , e ach user c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ction to th e g l oba l communicat i ons n e twork . 
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3. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective parcel, wherein 
each respective user accesses the shipping management computer system over 
a global communications network using a respective user client computer device, 
and wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network; and 

ca l cu l at e , in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
[a]the plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel, calculate, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight for [a]the particular respective parcel for e ach carr ie r from a 
p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the respective set of parcel specifications and 
according to a respective set of dimensional weight calculation rules fo r the 
respective carrie r e ach of th e p l ura li ty of carr ie rs, whoro i n th e part i cu l ar parc el i s 
charact e r i z e d by a s e t of parc el charact e r i stics i nput by th e part i cu l ar r e qu e st i ng 
us e r, "wh e r e in e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt 
comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to tho globa l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

4. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 3, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

compare the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of 
tho particu l ar parce l calculated for o aoh carr ie r to a set-o frespective carrier- 
specific dimensional weight limitationfsl for tho carrier : and 

identify as a respective supporting carrier each respective carrier for which 
the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of tho part i cu l ar 
parce l calcu l ated for tho carr i er does not exceed a-set-e fthe respective carrier- 
specific dimensional weight limitations] for tho carr ie r . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 4, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

ca l cu l at e for each respective service of a plurality of services offered by 
each respective supporting carrie r, calculate a respective service-specific, 
carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular respective parcel. 

6. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 5, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

ca l culate tho sh i pp i ng rato for tho particular parool for each respective 
service offered by each respective supporting carrie r calculate the respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular 
respective parcel according to a respective set o f service-specific, carrier-specific 
parcel shipping pricing rules for e ach part i cular s e rv i c e off e r e d by th e part i cu l ar 
support i ng carr i or as applied to the respective set of parcel specifications and to 
the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight for th e part i cu l ar 
parco l and as applied to afnl respective origin zip code and afnl respective 
exemplary destination zip code input by the particula r respective user. 

7. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 6, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

generate an online comparison display of the ca l cu l at e d respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a respective display monitor 
configured with the respective client computer device of the particula r respective 
user. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any ono of a p l ura li ty of carr i ors , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
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input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel, 
wherein each respective user accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective user client computer device, and 
wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network; and 

app l y i ng, in response to each respective input a rogu e st by any part i cu l ar 
us e r of a p l ura l ity of us e rs , applying a respective set of carrier-specific 
dimensional weight calculation rules A for each respective carrier of a plurality of 
carriers^ to fel the respective set of parcel specifications to determine a respective 
carrier-specific dimensional weigh t for a part i cu l ar packag e to bo sh i pped i nput by 
th e part i cular r e qu e sting us e r, wh e r ei n oach user access e s th e comput e r syst e m 
ov e r a g l oba l communicat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt computer dev i ce, e ach us e r 
c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons network . 

9. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any ono of a plura li ty of carr i ers , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective parcel to be 
shipped by the respective user, wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with the global communications network; 

i d e nt i fy i ng, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
falthe plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , calculating, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a respective carrier-specific 
. dimensional weight according to the respective set of parcel specifications for the 
particular respective parcel and according to a respective set of dimensional 
weight calculations rules for the respective carrier; and 
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in response to the request by the particular respective user to ship the 
particular respective parcel, identifying each respective carrier [from]of thefa] 
plurality of carriers that would supportfsl shipping [a]the particular respective 
parcel whoroin tho part i cu l ar parcel i s charactor i zod by a set of parcel 
characteristics, whoroin said sot of parc el character i stics trans l ate i nto a 
part i cu l ar according to a calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight 
for the respective carrier, and according to a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight limitation for the respective carrie r accord i ng to d i mons i onal 
wo i ght ca l cu l at i on rulos for oach of tho p l ura li ty of carr i ers, whoro i n oach usor 
access e s th e computer system over a g l oba l commun i cations network using a 
cli e nt comput e r d e v i c e , e ach user c lie nt comput e r d e vic e hav i ng an i ndiv i dua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cations n e twork . 

10. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels shipped by any on e of a plura li ty of carriers , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective parcel, wherein 
each respective user accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective user client computer device, and 
wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network; and 

calcu l at i ng, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
[althe plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel, calculating, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight for Talthe particular respective parcel for oach carr i or from a 
p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the respective set of parcel specifications and 
according to a respective set of dimensional weight calculation rules for the 
respective carrie r oach of tho p l ura li ty of carr i ors, whoro i n tho particu l ar parce l i s 
character i zed by a set of parce l character i stics input by tho particular requesting 
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usor, whoroin e ach usor accesses tho computor syst e m ovor a g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons network us i ng a cl i ent computor device, each us e r c lie nt 
computor device hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l e le ctronic connect i on to tho g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, said method further 
comprising: 

comparing the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of 
th e part i cu l ar parc el ca l cu l at e d for each carr ie r to a s e t o f respective carrier- 
specific dimensional weight limitation[s] for th e carr ie r ; and 

identifying as a respective supporting carrier each respective carrier for 
which the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight of th e 
part i cular parc el ca l cu l ated for th e carr ie r does not exceed a sot o f the respective 
carrier-specific dimensional weight limitations] for th e carr ie r . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 , said method further 
comprising: 

ca l cu l at i ng for each respective service of a plurality of services offered by 
each respective supporting carrie r calculating a respective service-specific, 
carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular respective parcel. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 12, said method further 
comprising: 

ca l cu l at i ng th e sh i pp i ng rat e for th e particu l ar parc el for each respective 
service offered by each respective supporting carrie r, calculating the respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular 
respective parcel according to a respective set o f service-specific, carrier-specific 
parcel shipping pricing rules for oach particular service offorod by the particu l ar 
support i ng carr ie r as applied to the respective set of parcel specifications and to 
the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight for th e part i cu l ar 
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parce l and as applied to afnl respective origin zip code and afnl respective 
exemplary destination zip code input by the particula r respective user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 13, said method further 
comprising: 

generating an online comparison display of the ca l culat e d respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a respective display monitor 
configured with the respective client computer device of the particula r respective 
user. 

1 5. , (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any one of a p l ura l ity of carr i ers , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving, from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel specifications for 
a respective particular parcel, wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with the global communications network: and 

a set of program instructions for applying, in response to each respective 
inj3ut a r e qu e st by any part i cu l ar us e r of a plura li ty of us e rs , a respective set of 
carrier-specific dimensional weight calculation rules A for each respective carrier of 
a plurality of carriers^ to [al the respective set of parcel specifications to determine 
a respective carrier-specific dimensional weigh tf or a part i cular packag e to b e 
sh i pped input by tho part i cu l ar request i ng usor, wh e ro i n oach user access e s th e 
comput e r system ov e r a g l oba l communicat i ons network us i ng a c lie nt comput e r 
d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i ndiv i dua l ele ctron i c 
conn e ct i on to tho globa l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
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program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipped by any on e of a p l urality of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving, from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel specifications for 
a respective parcel to be shipped by the respective user wherein each 
respective user accesses the computer system over a global communications 
network using a respective user client computer device, and wherein each 
respective user client computer device is adapted for communication with the 
global communications network; 

a set of program instructions for i d e ntify i ng calculating . in response to a 
request by any particular respective user of [a]the plurality of users to ship a 
particular respective parcel , for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight according to the respective set of 
parcel specifications for the particular respective parcel and according to a 
respective set of dimensional weight calculations rules for the respective carrier; 
and 

a set of program instructions for identifying, in response to the reguest by 
the particular respective user to ship the particular respective parcel, each 
respective carrier ffroml of the fal plurality of carriers that would supports! 
shipping [a]the particular respective parcel wh e r e in th e particular parc el i s 
charact e r i z e d by a s e t of parc el charact e r i st i cs, wh e r ei n sa i d s e t of parc el 
charact e r i stics translat e i nto a part i cu l ar according to a calculated respective 
carrier-specific dimensional weight for the respective carrier, and according to a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation for the respective carrier 
accord i ng to d i m e ns i ona l w ei ght ca l cu l ation rul e s for e ach of th e p l ura li ty of 
carr ie rs, wh e r e in e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m ov e r a globa l 
communications network us i ng a client computer dovico, oach usor c l ient 
comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i vidua l ele ctronic conn e ction to th e g l oba l 
communications n e twork . 
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1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any ono of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving, from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel specifications for 
a respective parcel, wherein each respective user accesses the computer system 
over a global communications network using a respective user client computer 
device, and wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network; and 

a set of program instructions for calculating, in response to a request by 
any particular respective user of falthe plurality of users to ship a particular 
respective parcel, for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers, a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight for falthe particula r respective 
parcel for e ach carr ie r from a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the respective set 
of parcel specifications and according to a respective set of dimensional weight 
calculation rules fo r the respective carrie r oach of tho p l ura li ty of carriers, whoroin 
the part i cu l ar parce l i s characteriz e d by a sot of parc e l charactoristics input by ' 
th e particu l ar r e qu e st i ng us e r, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m 
ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e , e ach us e r 
cl ie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l 
communicat i ons n e twork . 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 17, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for comparing the calculated respective 
carrier-specific dimensional weight of th e part i cu l ar parc el ca l cu l ated for e ach 
carr ie r to a se^of- respective carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation[s]-fer 
th e carr ie r : and 
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a set of program instructions for identifying as a respective supporting 
carrier^ each respective carrier for which the calculated respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight of tho part i cular parcol calcu l ated for tho carr i or does not 
exceed a-set-o fthe respective carrier-specific dimensional weight limitation[s]-fef 
th e carr ie r . 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 18, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for calculating., for each respective service of 
a plurality of services offered by each respective supporting carrier^a respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular 
respective parcel. 

20. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 19, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for calculating fthel a respective service- 
specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particular respective 
parcel , wherein said respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate is 
calculated for each respective service offered by each respective supporting 
carrier according to a respective set o f service-specific, carrier-specific parcel 
shipping pricing rules for e ach part i cu l ar s e rvic e off e r e d by th e part i cu l ar 
supporting carr ie r as applied to the respective set of parcel specifications and to 
the calculated respective carrier-specific dimensional weight for tho part i cu l ar 
parco l and as applied to aM respective origin zip code and afnl respective 
exemplary destination zip code input by the particula r respective user. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 20, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for generating an online comparison display 
of the ca l cu l at e d respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a 
respective display monitor configured with the respective client computer device 
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of the particula r respective user. 

22. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel 
wherein each respective user accesses the shipping management computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective user client 
computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device is 
adapted for communication with the global communications network; and 

app l y, in response to each respective input a roguost by any part i cu l ar 
us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , apply a respective set of carrier-specific bf Blillable 
weight determination rules A for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers^ to 
[al the respective set of parcel specifications to determine a respective carrier- 
specific billable weigh tf or a part i cu l ar parc el i nput by th e part i cu l ar r e gu e st i ng 
us e r and to a d i m e ns i ona l w ei ght for th e part i cu l ar parc el d e t e rm i n e d by th e 
comput e r syst e m, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s the comput e r syst e m ov e r a 
g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt 
comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i ndividua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e globa l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork. 

23. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel characteristics for a respective parcel to be 
shipped by the respective user, wherein each respective user accesses the 
shipping management computer system over a global communications network 
using a respective user client computer device, and wherein each respective 
user client computer device is adapted for communication with the global 
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communications network; and 

i d e nt i fy, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
[a]the plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , determine, for each 
respective carrier of a plurality of carriers , a respective carrier-specific billable 
weight according to the respective set of parcel characteristics for the particular 
respective parcel, and according to a respective set of billable weight 
determination rules for the respective carrie r oach carrior from a p l ura li ty of 
carr i ers that supports sh i pping a part i cu l ar parce l whoroin tho part i cu l ar parcol is 
charact e riz e d by a sot of parce l charact e r i st i cs and a d i m e ns i ona l w ei ght 
ca l cu l at e d by th e comput e r syst e m for e ach carri e r, wh e r ei n sa i d sot of parc el 
charact e rist i cs and sa i d d i m e nsiona l w e ight for e ach carr ie r trans l at e i nto a 
part i cu l ar d e t e rm i n e d b ill abl e w ei ght accord i ng to b ill ab le w ei ght d e t e rm i nat i on 
ru l os for oach of th e plura li ty of carr i ors, whoro i n each usor access e s th e 
computer system ovor a globa l communications n e twork us i ng a c li ent comput e r 
dov i oo, oach us e r cl i ent computer dovico hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l electronic 
conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cations n e twork . 

24. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 
determine, in response to a request by any particular respective user of a 
plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , a respective carrier- 
specific billable weight for shipping the fal particular respective parcel for e ach 
carr ie r from a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , wherein said respective carrier-specific billable 
weight is determined according to a respective set of billable weight 
determination rules for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers, wh e r ei n 
th e part i cular parc el is charact e r i z e d b y according to a respective set of parcel 
characteristics , for the particular respective parcel, input by the particular 
r e qu e st i ng respective user and [bvl according to a respective carrier-specific 
dimensional weight calculated by the computer system for the particular 
respective parcel for e ach carr ie r , wherein each respective user accesses the 
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shipping management computer system over a global communications network 
using a respective user client computer device, and wherein each respective 
user client computer device is adapted for communication with hav i ng an 
i nd i v i dua l ele ctronic conn e ction to the global communications network. 

25. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 24, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

identify as a supporting carrier^ each respective carrie r of the plurality of 
carriers that would supportfsl shipping [of ]the particular respective parcel, 
according to a respective set of carrier-specific acceptable parcel characteristics 
rules for each part i cu l ar respective carrier. 

26. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 25, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

calculate^ for each respective service of a plurality of services offered by 
each supporting carrier^ a respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping 
rate for shipping the particular respective parcel. 

27. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 26, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

calculate the respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for 
the particular respective parcel for e ach serv i c e off e r e d by e ach support i ng 
eame^according to a respective set of service-specific, carrier-specific parcel 
shipping pricing rules for e ach particu l ar serv i ce offorod by tho part i cu l ar 
supporting carr i er as applied to the respective set of parcel specificat i ons 
characteristics for the particular respective parcel, fandl as applied to the 
dotorm i nod respective carrier-specific billable weight for the particula r respective 
parcel^ and as applied to an origin zip code and an exemplary destination zip 
code input by the particular respective user. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 27, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

generate an online comparison display of the ca l cu l ated respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a respective display monitor 
configured with the respective user client computer device of the particular 
respective user. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels shipp e d by any ono of a p l ura li ty of carriers , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel, 
wherein each respective user accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective user client computer device, and 
wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network: and 

app l y i ng, in response to each respective input a r e gu e st by any part i cu l ar 
us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , apply a respective set of carrier-specific bIB Iillable 
weight determination rules^ for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers^ to 
ral the respective set of parcel specifications to determine a respective carrier- 
specific billable weigh tf or a part i cu l ar parc el input by th e part i cu l ar r e gu e sting 
user and to a d i mens i ona l weight forthe part i cular parcel dotorm i nod by tho 
computer syst e m, wh e r ei n each user accossos the computer system ovor a 
g l obal commun i cations network using a c li ent computer dev i ce, oach usor c li ent 
computer dovico having an ind i v i dua l ele ctron i c connect i on to tho g l oba l 
commun i cations network . 

30. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels shipped by any ono of a p l ura li ty of carr i ers , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
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method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel characteristics for a respective parcel to be 
shipped by the respective user, wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with the global communications network; and 

i d e nt i fy i ng, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
falthe plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , determining, for 
each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers , a respective carrier-specific 
billable weight according to a respective set of parcel characteristics for the 
particular respective parcel, and according to a respective set of billable weight 
determination rules for the respective carrie r oach carr ie r from a p l ura li ty of 
carr i ers that supports shipp i ng a part i cu l ar parc el wh o ro i n tho part i cu l ar parc e l i s 
charact e r i z e d by a s e t of parc el charact e r i st i cs and a d i m e ns i ona l w e ight 
calcu l at e d by th e comput e r syst e m for e ach carri e r, wh e r e in said s e t of parc el 
charact e ristics and said d i mensiona l weight for oach carr i er trans l ate into a 
particu l ar d e t e rmin e d b il lab le weight according to b ill ab le weight dotorm i nation 
ru le s for e ach of th e p l ura l ity of carr ie rs, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e 
computer system ovor a g l oba l commun i cations n e twork us i ng a c li ent computer 
d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an ind i v i dua l e l e ctronic 
conn e ct i on to th e globa l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

31 . (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

determining, in response to a request by any particular respective user of 
a plurality of users to ship a particular respective parcel , a respective carrier- 
specific billable weight for shipping the fal particular respective parcel for e ach 
carr ie r from a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , wherein said respective carrier-specific billable 
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weight is determined according to a respective set of billable weight 
determination rules for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers, wh e r ei n 
th e part i cu l ar parc el i s charact e r i z e d b y according to a respective set of parcel 
characteristics , for the particular respective parcel, input by the particular 



dimensional weight calculated by the computer system for the particular 
respective parcel for e ach carri e r , wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with hav i ng an ind i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to 
the global communications network. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 31 , said method further 
comprising: 

identifying as a supporting carrier each respective carrie r of the plurality 
of carriers that would supportrsl shipping [of ]the particular respective parcel, 
according to a respective set of carrier-specific acceptable parcel characteristics 
rules for each part i cu l ar respective carrier. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 32, said method further 
comprising: 

calculating^ for each respective service of a plurality of services offered by 
each supporting carrier^ a respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping 
rate for shipping the particular respective parcel. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 33, said method further 
comprising: 

calculating the respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for 
the particular respective parcel for e ach s e rv i c e off e r e d by e ach support i ng 
Game^according to a respective set of service-specific, carrier-specific parcel 
shipping pricing rules for e ach part i cu l ar s e rv i c e offerod by th e particular 




respective user, and fbvl according to a respective carrier-specific 



- 19- 



Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Office Action Dated 03/26/2004 



support i ng carr i er as applied to the respective set of parcel spec i ficat i ons 
characteristics for the particular respective parcel. fandl as applied to the 
d e t e rm i n e d respective carrier-specific billable weight for the particula r respective 
parcel^ and as applied to an origin zip code and an exemplary destination zip 
code input by the particular respective user. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 34, said method further 
comprising: 

generating an online comparison display of the ca l cu l ated respective 
service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a respective display monitor 
configured with the respective user client computer device of the particular 
respective user. 

36. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels shipp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving, from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel specifications for 
a respective particular parcel, wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with the global communications network: and 

a set of program instructions for applying, in response to each respective 
input a roguost by any part i cu l ar user of a p l urality of usors , a respective set of 
carrier-specific bf Blillable weight determination rules^ for each respective carrier 
of a plurality of carriers^ to fal the respective set of parcel specifications to 
determine a respective carrier-specific billable weigh tf or a part i cu l ar parc el i nput 
by tho particu l ar roquost i ng us e r and to a d i m e ns i onal we i ght for tho particu l ar 
parc el d e term i n e d by tho comput e r syst e m, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e 
comput e r syst e m over a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt comput e r 
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dovioo, oach usor c l iont comput e r dev i ce hav i ng an i ndiv i dua l o l ootron i c 
connoction to tho g l oba l communications network . 

37. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any on e of a p l ura l ity of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel characteristics 
for a respective parcel to be shipped by the respective user, wherein each 
respective user accesses the computer system over a global communications 
network using a respective user client computer device, and wherein each 
respective user client computer device is adapted for communication with the 
global communications network; and 

a set of program instructions for i d e nt i fving determining , in response to a 
request by any particular respective user of falthe plurality of users to ship a 
particular respective parcel , for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers , a 
respective carrier-specific billable weight according to the respective set of parcel 
characteristics for the particular respective parcel, and according to a respective 
set of billable weight determination rules for the respective carrie r oach carr ie r 
from a p l ural i ty of carr ie rs that supports sh i pping a part i cu l ar parce l wh e r ei n th e 
particu l ar parc el i s charact e r i z e d by a s e t of parc el charact e r i st i cs and a 
dim e ns i ona l w ei ght ca l culat e d by th e comput e r syst e m for e ach carr ie r, wh e r ei n 
sa i d s e t of parc el charact e r i st i cs and sa i d dim e ns i onal w e ight for oach carri e r 
trans l at e i nto a part i cular d e t e rm i n e d bi ll ab le w ei ght accord i ng to b ill ab l e w e ight 
d e t e rm i nat i on ru le s for e ach of th e p l ura li ty of carr ie rs, wh e r ei n e ach us e r 
acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a 
c li ont computor dov i co, oach usor cl i ont computer dov i ce hav i ng an indiv i dua l 
ele ctronic conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
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program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pp e d by any on e of a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for determining, in response to a request by 
any particular respective user of a plurality of users to ship a particular respective 
parcel , a respective carrier-specific billable weight for shipping the lal particular 
respective parcel for oach carr i or from a p l ura l ity of carriers , wherein said 
respective carrier-specific billable weight is determined according to a respective 
set of billable weight determination rules for each respective carrier of the 
plurality of carriers, wh e r ei n th e part i cu l ar parc e l is charact e r i z e d b y according to 
a respective set of parcel characteristics , for the particular respective parcel, 
input by the particular r e qu e st i ng respective user, and Ibvl according to a 
respective carrier-specific dimensional weight calculated by the computer system 
for the particular respective parcel for e ach carri e r , wherein each respective user 
accesses the computer system over a global communications network using a 
respective user client computer device, and wherein each respective user client 
computer device is adapted for communication with having an i nd i v i dual 
e le ctron i c connect i on to the global communications network. 

39. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 38, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for identifying as a supporting carrier^ each 
respective carrie r of the plurality of carriers that would supportrsl shipping [of ]the 
particular respective parcel, according to a respective set o f carrier-specific 
acceptable parcel characteristics rules for each part i cular respective carrier. 

40. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 39, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for calculating., for each respective service of 
a plurality of services offered by each supporting carrier^ a respective service- 



-22- 



Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Office Action Dated 03/26/2004 



specific, carrier-specific shipping rate for shipping the particula r respective 
parcel. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 40, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for calculating the respective service-specific, 
carrier-specific shipping rate for the particular respective parcel for oach serv i c e 
offorod by oach support i ng carr i er according to a respective set of service- 
specific, carrier-specific parcel shipping pricing rules for e ach part i cu l ar se rv i c e 
off e r e d by th e part i cu l ar support i ng carr ie r as applied to the respective set of 
parcel sp e c i ficat i ons characteristics for the particular respective parcelj andl as 
applied to the d e t e rm i n e d respective carrier-specific billable weight for the 
particular respective parcel, and as applied to an origin zip code and an 
exemplary destination zip code input by the particular respective user. 

42. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 41 , said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for generating an online comparison display 
of the ca l cu l at e d respective service-specific, carrier-specific shipping rates to a 
respective display monitor configured with the respective user client computer 
device of the particular respective user. 

43. (Currently Amended) A shipping management computer system, said 
shipping management computer system comprising at least one computer 
device, wherein said shipping management computer system is programmed to: 

receive from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel, 
wherein each respective user accesses the shipping management computer 
system over a global communications network using a respective user client 
computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device is 
adapted for communication with the global communications network: and 
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app l y, in response to each respective input a r e qu e st by any part i cu l ar 
us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , apply a respective set of carrier-specific ratable 
weight determination rules A for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers^ to 
fel the respective set of parcel specifications for a part i cu l ar parc el i nput by th e 
part i cu l ar r e qu e sting us e r, wh e r e in e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e comput e r syst e m 
ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a cl ie nt comput e r d e v i ce, each us e r 
c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l e l e ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

44. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 43, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

i d e nt i fy, in response to each respective input a r e qu e st by any part i cu l ar 
us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , identify each respective carrier ffroml of the fal plurality 
of carriers that would supports] shipping [al the respective particular parcel 
according to the respective wh e r ei n th e part i cu l ar parc el i s charact e r i z e d by a set 
of parcel specifications charact e r i stics, wh e r e in sa i d s e t of parc el charact e r i stics 
trans l at e i nto a part i cu l ar ratab le w e ight according to d i m e nsiona l w ei ght 
ca l cu l ation ru le s for e ach of th e plurality of carri e rs, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s 
th e comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork using a c lie nt 
comput e r d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt comput e r d e vic e having an i nd i vidua l 
ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

45. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 44, said shipping management computer system further programmed to: 

determine, i n r e spons e to a r e qu e st by any part i cu l ar us e r of a p l ura li ty of 
users for each respective carrier of the plurality of carriers , a respective carrier- 
specific ratable weight for fa"| the respective particular parce^ for e ach carri e r from 
a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the respective set of parcel specifications for 
the respective particular parcel, and according to the respective set of carrier- 
specific ratable weight determination rules for the respective carrie r oaoh of th e 
p l ura li ty of carri e rs, wh e r e in th e particu l ar parc el is charact e r i z e d by a s e t of 



-24- 



Application Serial No. 09/685;077 
Office Action Dated 03/26/2004 



parce l character i st i cs i nput by tho particu l ar roquosting usor, wh e ro i n o ach usor 
accesses the computer system over a g l oba l commun i cat i ons network us i ng a 
c lie nt comput e r d e vic e , e ach us e r cli e nt comput e r d e vice hav i ng an i ndiv i dua l 
o l octronic connection to the g l oba l commun i cat i ons network . 

46. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 43 a wherein the respective carrier-specific ratable weight is a dimensional 
weight. 

47. (Currently Amended) The shipping management computer system of 
Claim 43 A wherein the respective carrier-specific ratable weight is a billable 
weight. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method using a computer system for managing 
shipping of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any one of a plural i ty of carr i ers , 
wherein said computer system comprises at least one computer device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving from each respective user of a plurality of users, a respective 
input of a respective set of parcel specifications for a respective particular parcel, 
wherein each respective user accesses the computer system over a global 
communications network using a respective user client computer device, and 
wherein each respective user client computer device is adapted for 
communication with the global communications network; and 

app l y i ng, in response to each respective inpu t a r e gu e st by any part i cu l ar 
usor of a p l ural i ty of us e rs , applying a respective set of carrier-specific ratable 
weight determination rules A for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers., to 
fel the respective set of parcel specifications for a particu l ar parc el i nput by th e 
particu l ar roquost i ng user, whoro i n oach usor accossos the computer system 
ov e r a globa l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt computor dev i c e , e ach us e r 
cli e nt comput e r d e v i c e hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l ele ctron i c conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 
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49. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48, said method further 
comprising: 

i dent i fying, in response to each respective input a roquost by any 
particu l ar usor of a p l ura l ity of usors , identifying each respective carrier [from]gf ^ 
thefal plurality of carriers that would supportfsl shipping fal the respective 
particular parcel according to the respective whor oi n tho part i cular parce l is 
charactorizod by a set of parcel specifications charactorist i cs, whoroin sa i d sot of 
parc el charact e r i st i cs trans l at e i nto a part i cu l ar ratab l e w ei ght accord i ng to 
d i m e ns i onal w e ight ca l cu l at i on,,ru le $ for oach of th e p l ural i ty of carr ie rs, wh e r e in 
e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e comput e r systom ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork 
us i ng a ol i ont computer dov i co, oach usor cl i ent computer dovico having an 
i nd i v i dua l e l e ctron i c conn e ction to th e g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

50. (Currently Amendedi) The method of Claim 49, said method further 
comprising: 

determining, i n r e spons e to a r e qu e st by any part i cu l ar us e r of a p l ura l ity 
of us e rs for each respective carrier of a plurality of carriers , a respective carrier- 
specific ratable weight for [aj the respective particular parcel jor oach carr ie r from 
a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the respective set of parcel specificationss for 
the respective particular parcel, and according to the respective set of carrier- 
specific ratable weight determination rules for the respective carrie r oaoh of tho 
plura li ty of carriers, whoro i n tho particu l ar parce l i s charactorizod by a sot of 
parce l charactor i st i cs i nput by tho particu l ar requ e sting usor, whoroin oach usor 
access e s tho computer system ovor a g l oba l commun i cat i ons network us i ng a 
c li ent computer dev i ce, e ach usor cl i ent computer devic e hav i ng an ind i v i dual 
oloctron i c connoction to tho g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

51 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 A wherein the respective 
carrier-specific ratable weight is a dimensional weight. 
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52. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 A wherein the respective 
carrier-specific ratable weight is a billable weight. 

53. (Currently Amended) A computer program product embodying computer 
program instructions for execution by a computer system for managing shipping 
of a plurality of parcels sh i pped by any ono of a p l ural i ty of carriors , the computer 
program product comprising: 

a set of program instructions for receiving, from each respective user of a 
plurality of users, a respective input of a respective set of parcel specifications for 
a respective particular parcel, wherein each respective user accesses the 
computer system over a global communications network using a respective user 
client computer device, and wherein each respective user client computer device 
is adapted for communication with the global communications network; and 

a set of program instructions for applying, in response to each respective 
inpu t a r e gu e st by any part i cu l ar us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , a respective set of 
carrier-specific ratable weight determination rules A for each respective carrier of a 
plurality of carriers A to Jal the respective set of parcel specifications for a part i cu l ar 
parc el input by th e particu l ar r e qu e st i ng us e r, wh e r ei n e ach us e r acc e ss e s th e 
comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork us i ng a c lie nt comput e r 
d e v i c e , e ach us e r c lie nt comput e r d e v i c e having an i nd i v i dua l ele ctronic 
conn e ct i on to th e g l oba l commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

54. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 53, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for identifying, in response to each respective 
input a request by any part i cu l ar us e r of a p l ura li ty of us e rs , each respective 
carrier [fromj of the fal plurality of carriers that would supports] shipping [a]the 
respective particular parcel according to the respective w her e in th e part i cular 
parce l is charactorizod by a set of parcel specifications charactor i stics, whoroin 
sa i d s e t of parc el charact e rist i cs trans l at e i nto a part i cu l ar ratab le we i ght 



-27- 



Application Serial No. 09/685,077 
Office Action Dated 03/26/2004 



according to d i m e nsiona l weight calculation ru le s for oach of tho plural i ty of 
carr ie rs, wh e r e in e ach us e r acc e ss e s the comput e r syst e m ov e r a g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons network us i ng a cl i ent computer d e v i ce, oach uoor c li ent 
comput e r dev i c e having an i nd i v i dual e l e ctron i c connect i on to th e g l oba l 
commun i cat i ons n e twork . 

55. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 54, said 
computer program product further comprising: 

a set of program instructions for determining, i n r e spons e to a r e qu e st by 
anv particular user of a p l ura li ty of users for each respective carrier of a plurality 
of carriers , a respective carrier-specific ratable weight for faj the respective 
particular parcel jor each carri e r from a p l ura li ty of carr ie rs according to the 
respective set of parcel specifications for the respective particular parcel, and 
according to the respective set of carrier-specific ratable weight determination 
rules for the respective carrie r oach of tho p l ural i ty of carriers, whoroin th e 
part i cu l ar parce l i s charact e r i z e d by a set of parc el characteristics i nput by the 
part i cu l ar roqu o sting usor, whoroin e ach user accossos tho computer system 
ov e r a global communicat i ons network us i ng a c li ent computer dov i co, oach usor 
c li ent computer device hav i ng an i nd i v i dua l o loctronic connect i on to tho g l obal 
communicat i ons n e twork . 

56. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 53 a wherein 
the respective carrier^specific ratable weight is a dimensional weight. 

57. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 53 a wherein 
the respective carrier-specific ratable weight is a billable weight. 
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